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| Pazis of ivoumersble intemational cangresscs.

THE ZURICH, INTEENATIONAL
SOCIALIST AND- LABU UR CONGRESS.
. —— -

(8¥ A socravnzsr.)

1t 15 no easy mniter to resestablish the Tnternational
Worlmen's Association. Tho collapse of the old
Inturationul, after the fall-of the Paris Commune,
bas left Lehind it 5o long a trail of personal snimesi-
ties {hot the eomion of the Socialist pariies of
differont eonntries can only be accomplished slowly
and with prud Inane respect, bowever, s great
en sccomplished. A1) the varions

schovls have dieappeared. Crbetists, Fourierists,
Mutusliess have ceased to exist or are ontside
the Sooialists’ ranks. All the world over, Socislisn
10% mewns bat one thing—samely, the nationsle
ization of the means of profuction and exchango
fhe . abolition of individual capitalists =od the
eubstitution of State and municipal esterpriso in theix
stead.  But if ull ure agreed as to thé doctrine—tug
ideal—tho greatest dissgrecment still prevails asto
the best means to reach this end, One thing 38 certam
—that the movement should be international ; and the
Possibilists of Paris made the firss notable ofiort to
teunite the lubour partios of different esuntries. They
Lold the Interustionsl Confercnce of Paris in 1583
and the Juternational Copgrass of Paris in 1886, A1l the
delegates th icht fomi; o
Bocialists. Then foliowed the London Internationsl
Trade Union Copgress of 1688, The centenary colebra-
ticn of the French Revolution snd the Universal Ex-
on of 1480 was the signal fer the hn!dinrgljn

organized an i con-
Eress on & wider bsis. To mect 1be views of the
English trade unionists their previows congresses hnd
been limited ta the representatives of trado socinties,
The German Social Democrats hod made thip & pretext
for not attending thess comgresses. Now, bowever,
the congresa was to be thrown open to parely
politieal Bocialist societies, as well a5 to trade
societies.  Comsoquemtly the English delegation cons
sisted of tiads unionists, of Fubiams, and of
members of the Koglish Social Democratic Federation,
This wag the first time thot Englisk trade unionists
erd Soelalists werked together. There was now zo
other veason for the non-sttendance of $he Germsn
Social Democrats thon the hostiliby borne by their
lenders towards the French Possibilist party. The
Germans had taken under their special patronage s
small section of French Sooialists nicknamed the
‘4 Marsists * or ** Guesdists.”” Though the Porisisn
“* Marsists  Were. so weak a pusty that they eonld
ot ergasize & congress without calling in dhe
oid o guasi Boolaugists, the Gennans, neves-
tholess, profered  attendiog this, the so-called
o Marxist >’ Congress, The Possibilists intrusted to the
Belgion labour party the duty of comvoking
the nest congress jn 1891 ot Brussels. M. Defnct
was £o be the international secrelary in the interval.
But M. Defact sub i d
by M. Volders, who bad not cttended the Paris Cone
gress, and altogether fuiled to carcy ont the instrues
tions there piven. Without comsulting the parties
from whom alone the Belgians hed autbority fo
act, ho went over to the German Social Dee
moorsts, and altered the rules of he congress
o 88 to plesse them and inswe their presence.
Thus the German Social Demooratic party came into
ihe movoment. Though protesting ngaiast the imegu-
lazity of M. Volders’s conduct, the Possibilists and
their friepds in Epgland attended he Brassels
Congress, bub only in small pumbers ad to ses
what wis going to fake place. On all sides it wes
folt that tho wiion of il Tustjsns man good thing,
theugh the Possibilists rogrested hut it should bhave
)‘:;!n bro bt abonl by o s et i instead of
5 fran ron on,
Gador thise Delleatn oitiuimstunsn, no ono dsred
iy anrthing of a contentious eharncter for fear of
olling, aod the* Marxists, " in ail their spegobes,
owed themselves g0 be more Possil the
thomsel:

time the

thn
| Possibilists Ives. Perfect hamuny prevailed,
:| sad ibwas docided to meet sgain in twa years ab

Zirich. | The great question sow iz, wacther ths peace
established af Brossols will be maintained ab Zirich.

x =nimositics, the ** Marxists ** are
socused by the Poesivilists of sceking io centralize
the leadership of the Souialist movemont in the hands
of their personal friends. Fhey are ncoused of being
antocratic, Nothing in the proposals now mude by the
German Social Damocrats, of thoir satellites tho
Erenal *¢ Marsists,"” justifics this sccasation ; bat the
French Blanguists havs taken the matter up and mbmit
resolations to tho Lirich Congress demanding that thor

cl
each other will be rewdily agroed upon, bat
St o vonmieics thy Baeraorroily s Shel
owaline of tectics aud willobeyno orders from & central
Sllmaiilml ummiu':; o or oven fmén » congress. This
was amply proved o last May Day demonstration
it Landon. | 3% 2ho Brassels Congors Troom o
dissussion, the rtepresentatives of Ameries, At iy
Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Spain, Maly, Palond,

arely if to any

tactics followed by Sccialists in their UWE ConniTy,

land should have bowed before such a crushing
majority, Thirbeen natiomlities insisted that the de-
monsteation, should bu Lold on the 1s of May, Yeb,
withont paying the slightest attention to this smpbatis
doclgion, fho- English Jabous leaders forgok all abont
e Brasels Congress, and Beld the demoustration on
the fiest Smul-g in May. After all, the Enplish knew
bettor than the 13 ofhor nationilities what was
the best thing fo do in Eoglond. But sfter
fog to do e

Ik of a conbral exeeutiso commitise, of amtocracy,
and diseiplinary obedience to orders in respeet io
interationsl action ovd control.

What, thea, remaina for the Zirich Congress to do ?
There, will "probsbly bo an _attncc upom thoce
Secinlists who think foo much of getting into Farlin
ment 0 little of eifecting s immediate improver
ment in the materiol condition of the warking e

Bours day, and ‘amen’s Trade Union League
ngland has s resolution down to_the offect that all
legistation limiting the hours of lnbour shonld apply
equally to men, 50 ihnt women should not be bandi- |
capped in thoir stroggle for oxistence. Bot tho greats
est debnto will probably be on what Soeialists can do
sny that war will nat
o

esal to encours,
orbrmationsl combrities Bo e
‘ostal Union, in the hopn
assimilato the Jegisintion of difforen
being about the establishme
ape. Such are the

. o
12th Avpust 3 snd, to jodge by the pomber of
adhesions umcd,tmum’ hghnbi; srove to be the
guaa;.:el;nd tho most inflocntinl congress of its soes
ever held,
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The International Socialisk and lsbour Con-
igress ot Zurieh has come to an end, and the
nextof thaso epoch-making mestings is to bohold
whree years honcein Londen. To judge from tho
tone of onr Correspondent, himself & Socialist,
the Ziirich Congress has mob given unqualified
satisfaction fo snybody. It spent thres
precious days,which ought tohave been devotod
‘to the regencration of humanity, in debating the
eriteria of orthodaxy aad in expelling herstics.
Ararchists, as the outsids ohsorver loarns with
mild surprise, uro not thonght fit to propagate
doctrines which seem to him sufficiently anarchic.
It i8, perhaps, even more puzaling to find that
*independent socialists nre dubbed Anarchists
iy their botter-drilled comrades,and ore slso ox-
pelled.  An (Bcumenieal Council conld not b
moro careful than the Zarich Congress to secure
the doublo distilled arthodosy ofitsmembers. It
makes one almost despair of the progross of the
species 1o find thatafter all this purification, so
‘aborionsly carried out, the trueSocialist faith
remains s dieputabls as ever. If we may
belicve the Germans they arothesole and original
vossessors of the grand secrot, There is ome
faith and Earr Manx is its prophet, and Henn
FuxpERic EXcELs is his consecrated suceessor—
#eems 10 bo tho creed of the militant Socinlists
of Germany. These daring subverters of the ex-
isting social order have not been able to
omancipate themselves from the tyranmy of
#he drill-sergeant. Our Correspondent gives an
wmusing account of the mechonical precision
with which they voted at the word of commend,
and of tho promptitude with which their fogle-
‘men corrected any acridental failure to assume
the anthorized attitudo, But the Socialists of
otber countries do not accept the gospol nooord-
ing to Kaxr Manx, and even restnt the exclu-
five presentation of that gost man's portrait.
‘Iks French delegates canuot forgot that France
s produced some very thoroughpsing Socialist
theories, snd they resent the placarding of tho
wills with & very common-place remark of the
Geramen prophet writton in wisteen languoges,
whn tloy can easily supply sixteen different
Jxopheta of their own, aach capatle of gqually
winged words, But they held themeelves in
check until Hzae Dxcezs was suddenly pro-
duced upon the plationn by a eort of roup
de Whéiire. Then their patience gave way
and, after cheering tho Commune with fine dis-
regard of gogsamer theories, they left the hall
in a body,

Nevertheless, we learn with pleasure that
Hoeialists new know what Socialism means in the
ebstract. They bold theirideal incommon, thongh
they differ considerably about the meana of
realizing it, Socislism now means all the world
over , * the netionzlization of the means of
* production and cxchange ; the abolition of
** Individual capitalists ; and the substitution
¥ of State and municipal enterprise in their
“sread.”  This sounds very fine, but ono has
no diffculty in recognizing that the seope for
difference of opinion sbout the way to realife
it" is"ind must-remain very wido. Itis unfor-
funate that the ideal which disposes so neatly
of the individual capitalist makts no mention of
the individual workman, We heve 3 strong
improssion that he is likely to disappear quite
2s fest as the individusl eapitalist, and in
ihat cace *f the means of production and
“-exchange **will dwindle with so much rapidity
thet it is burdly worth whils o consider
whether they aro to bo mationalized or not.
Nothing has yet been discovered capable of
owling the individual work with any degres of
assiduity, exeept the hopo of becomiog on in-
dividual capitalist if oniy to the extent of
bis woekly wage. Kauy Mapx and the rest
of them may bo s profound as they are un-
intelligible, but ono thing certasin is that
tkeir industrial gospels hove no adequato
mwotive power. As humaunity is constituted at
present, it absolutely refuses to exert itself for
anything so vigue as & national owner of
copital and employer of labour. If Sccilists
kave any scoret fori transforming humanity,
they had betterbegin byapplying their nostrua.
Thoy mey e well convineed thut everything is
easy if that is possiblo, while nothing bub
mischief iy possible ontil that is secured.

Our English Socialists are poor theorists, but
thoy secm to bave s better hold than thoir
Continontal friends of the truth that the way
to approach the ideal is by slow and
contions economic ehanges, nok by logisla-
tive rovolubions. Proceeding in thet way,
they will discover ss 1hey go on what are the
naturalbarpiersto thevastohanges contemplated
Ly theory. - The Dutch and German delegutes
woto agreed in holding that political powor is
to be sought in order to effect a complets sconomic
cmaneipation. They are putting the eart before
the horse. There is no political power in this
world, and thoro never will bo one, eapable of
doing anything of the kind, Political more-
Dents aro net the cuuse but the ontward sign
and expression of economic ones. Wo ore getbing
past the larbarous shugo of supposing that g
rocord of bottles ond victories is o history of
the world, Most of us havo yot to learn
that it is equally vain to look for the
roal history of mDations in tho record of
their Porlismontary activity. [f Socinlists
hopo to do sny good they must begin with
the humble fuets of everyday lifs, not with
vague thoories of nationslization. The more
enpital there is in the world the better it
is for evorybody, and the more its increase
i3 checked the worse is it for working
men in perticular. Whet tho Socialist ro-
former has to aim at is mot the reprossion
of the capitalist or the Temovsl of amy in-
centiva to exortion fhat now exists, His
real business is to make capitalists of thoss
who .at presont bave nothing, and he can do
tais only by making individual property secure
for all alike, and tenching men to lsok to
industry, eficiency, wnd sobriety for their
enrolment in the ranks of capitalists,
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HE ZURICH lN’TERNATIO!IAJ:
zroou.msz' 4AND LABOUR CONGRESS.
—

(@3 & soc1arase.)

The new Totemstional is beginaing whers the old
Interaational cessed. Tho last work of tho old Inter-
Batichal was tho empbatic exclusion of tho Anareb:
e exclusion ofthe Anaroicts from Lo Bisch Gone
moy juige from

3 i e,
Dot Avurchie Arar eog wed ituperative.
delate, it was thob tho con
ress shonld cousist of zoprosentatives of teads uaions
and such working class

osome
tho strength qr it sdoption of this
th Baglich admitied in o

ist, bac:
i bt tho Germaos,
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German Independents, as e opporition to tho Social
Dimoorate led by Herren Lt
sallod. Fortunately for the Germen majority, the

pol esmen of tho cxpelled dalegates, Horr Lendaner,
4id ol ko eould, by bis provocabing sttitde and his
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heea judicious)
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